
April 1, 2009 - McCollum Calls President Obama's Budget an Important Step toward Economic Recovery

As Minnesota's Member on the House Budget Committee, I voted to pass the Democratic
budget resolution during last week's committee markup.  The Democratic budget honestly
confronts the fiscal mess left by the previous administration and it advances President Obama's
priorities to fund healthcare, energy, education and cut the deficit in half. I am pleased the
Senate followed the lead of the House and supported the core components of the President's
economic vision.

 The serious problems caused by eight years of failed policies - including record deficits,
doubling of the national debt and the smallest rate of job growth in three-quarters of a century -
will not be solved overnight.

 As we approach this week's vote on the resolution by the full House, I am working closely with
my colleagues to generate support for President Obama's economic blueprint that puts us on a
path to economic recovery and financial sustainability.

 Fixing our economy and putting Americans back to work is my number one priority. I will
continue to work with the Obama Administration to enact sound fiscal policies to stabilize our
economy and restore confidence.

  

Sincerely,

  

  

Congresswoman Betty McCollum
 Serving Minnesota's Fourth Congressional District
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  Congresswoman McCollum attends New Brighton Post Office Ribbon Cutting, along withMayor Steve Larson and Postmaster Mike Larson    McCollum votes for committee passage of FY2010 Budget    Last week, Congresswoman McCollum joined her colleagues on the House Budget Committeein passing the FY10 budget. This week, the full House will vote on the resolution, which isdescribed as a long term plan to turn the economy around and transform it for future prosperitywith targeted investments in health care, energy, and education and concrete proposals to payfor those investments. The House budget marks a new era of honesty in budgeting that is fiscally responsible andfollows economic assumptions by the Congressional Budget Office to reduce the deficit to $586billion by 2013. It takes steps to make health care coverage affordable and accessible, reducedependence on foreign oil, expand initiatives for early childhood education, and improve accessto college by increasing Pell Grants.Click here  to read H.Con.Res 85 - Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for FY 2010Click here  to read President Obama's Budget Blueprint for FY2010McCollum Visits  West St. Paul Workforce  Center          

  Last   week, Congresswoman McCollum visited the Minnesota WorkForce    Center - Dakota   County-Northern Area. She met with workers to discuss the importance of   getting Minnesotans back to work. She also hosted a panel that included Will   Branning, Dakota County Commissioner; Commissioner Kathleen Gaylord,   Chair of the Dakota County Board ; Rick Caligiuri, Director of Job Seeker   Services, Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development; Anne   Olson, Director, Minnesota Workforce Council Association; Cathy Weik,   Dakota-Scott Workforce Investment Board Chair; Mary Jo Gardner, CEO, Ramsey   County Workforce Investment Board; Robert Morse, Ramsey County Workforce   Investment Board Chair; Kirk Hayes, Ramsey County Youth Council Chair, and;   Patricia Brady, Director, Ramsey-County Workforce Solutions.        McCollum Announces $11.6 million in Recovery Act Funds for Public Housing in 4thDistrict    LAcross Minnesota, 36,000 people, including 12,000 children, live in public housing.Congresswoman McCollum last week last week highlighted over $11 million in federal fundsfrom the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act for public housing going to St. Paul, SouthSt. Paul, Dakota and Washington  Counties. "As we all know, our nation's public housing needs were completely neglected over the pasteight years. This infusion of federal dollars will create jobs, provide needed health and safetyfacility upgrades, and restore a commitment to ensuring public housing residents can live indignity," Congresswoman McCollum said. $10,065,782 - Public Housing Agency of the City of Saint  Paul  $606,956 - South St. Paul Housing and Redevelopment Authority  $862,500 - Dakota County Community Development Agency $90,488 - Washington  County Housing Authority and Redevelopment AuthorityMcCollum Launches American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Section on Website    Congresswoman McCollum has launched a special American Recovery and Reinvestment Actwebsite section ( www.mccollum.house.gov/recovery ) to provide Minnesotans with aneasy-to-use resource to learn about the various programs of the historic Act as it isimplemented. Nearly 250,000 Minnesotans are among the more than 4 million Americans who have lost theirjobs since December 2007.  This year, Congress passed the American Recovery andReinvestment Act (H.R 1), which President Obama signed H.R. 1 into law on February 17,2009, just four weeks after being sworn into office. The recovery package invests an unprecedented $787 billion to: create and save 3.5 millionAmerican jobs; provide immediate tax relief to 95 percent of American workers; modernizeAmerica's roads, bridges, and waterways; and restore science and technology as the key toAmerica's global competitive edge.McCollum Urges President Obama to Defend Arctic from Threats    Twenty years ago, the Exxon Valdez ran aground in Prince William  Sound, blackening theAlaskan coast with nearly 11 million gallons of oil, killing wildlife and covering clear Pacificwaters with sludge. Today, there are new threats to America's northern waters, as aconsequence of the reckless energy strategy of the last eight years that sought to rush oil andgas leasing while disregarding climate science and protections for iconic species like the polarbear. Congresswoman McCollum joined US Representatives Edward J. Markey and Jay Inslee tosend a letter calling upon President Obama and his administration to take several actions toprotect the Arctic, which is endangered by global warming and oil and gas exploration. Theletter commends the Interior Department for its plans to prepare a comprehensive offshoreenergy strategy, and makes new recommendations. "Our country must adopt a comprehensive energy policy that is based on sound science andmeets the needs of America's economy and our ever fragile environment - including the Arctic. President Obama is committed to protecting our environment and I will be working closely withhis administration to enact responsible policies to promote investments in clean energy, whilepreserving our environment and natural treasures for generations to come," CongresswomanMcCollum said.McCollum Update on Digital TV Conversion - June 12, 2009    As the June 12 deadline for the nationwide conversion to digital TV approaches, the TVConverter Box Coupon Program has begun to accept replacement requests from eligiblehouseholds whose coupons expired without being redeemed.Replacement Coupons Consumers may apply for replacement coupons in accordance with existing programapplication rules by visiting www.DTV2009.gov , calling 1-888-DTV-2009 (1-888-388-2009),mailing an application to P.O. Box 2000, Portland,  OR 97208 or faxing an application to1-877-DTV-4ME2 (1-877-388-4632). Deaf or hard of hearing callers may use 1-877-530-2634(TTY).New Request for Coupons Households may apply for coupons online at www.DTV2009.gov , by phone at1-888-DTV-2009 (1-888-388-2009), via fax at 1-877-DTV-4ME2 (1-877-388-4632) or by mail toP.O.   Box 2000, Portland, OR 97208-2000. Deaf or hard of hearing callers may dial1-877-530-2634 (English TTY) or 1-866-495-1161 (Spanish TTY). Nursing home residents mayapply with the paper application available downloadable at www.DTV2009.gov. For more information about the Coupon Program, please call 1-888-CALL-FCC or visit https://www.dtv2009.gov/CouponProgramUpdate.aspx 
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